Early Civilization in China


Subject:  Global Studies I

Benchmark:  Forbidden City

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 3A

TOPIC:  Early Civilization in China 

MAJOR IDEA:  Early Chinese people, particularly those of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, created complex societies.  Additionally, they made advances in the arts, science, and mathematics.  These civilizations developed in relative isolation, as the Himalayas, vast deserts, the Pacific Ocean, and thick jungles served as natural barriers between China and other ancient civilizations such as Egypt, India, and the Middle East.  Nonetheless, the Chinese did trade and make contact with outside peoples.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· How did the irrigation systems in the Forbidden City reflect the traditional Chinese skill in manipulating water?  What kinds of irrigation systems existed in Early China?  How do these systems compare to the system in the Forbidden City?
· Does the fact that the Forbidden City was planned to be isolated relate to Early China’s history of isolation from the outside world?  Is there a tradition of isolation in Chinese culture?
· How does the concept of centrality that is so important in Chinese culture manifest itself in the plan of the Forbidden City?  What link exists between this concept and the idea that the ancient Chinese believed China was located at the center of the earth?  (The ancient name for China was Zhongguo, which means Middle Kingdom.)
· What similarities and differences exist amongst the Shang and Zhou Dynasties (Ancient Dynasties) and the Qing and Ming Dynasties, under whose rule the Forbidden City was constructed?
· How does the imperial architecture of the Shang Dynasty compare with the court architecture of the Forbidden City?
· Why is the walled ruling city such an enduring presence in Chinese culture?  Compare the Shang ruling walled city at Anyang with the Forbidden City.
· How did the ancient Chinese belief in balance, yin and yang, manifest itself in the plan of the Forbidden City?
· What is the Mandate of Heaven?  Does Chinese rule during the Ming and Qing Dynasties fit into this doctrine?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Image of the Forbidden City

· Map of Early China

· Map of modern China, showing location of Forbidden City

· Map of ancient city of Anyang

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Compare the plans of the Forbidden City and Anyang.  How do they compare in size?  Are both bilaterally symmetrical?  Do an analysis of each of the walled cities.
· Trace the development of the lands conquered by the Chinese.  Show China’s boundaries throughout the ages, and under the rule of different dynasties.
· Prepare a study of the different characteristics of the various ethnic groups in China.  Include language, food, art, technology, region.
· Analyze the architecture of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties.  Do the buildings comply with the ideas set forth in Li Jie’s treatise, The Methods and Design of Architecture?  
· Design a building using Li Jie’s methods.
· Visit the Asia Society to view Chinese art of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, as well as earlier, ancient dynasties.
· Write a news article describing the Huang He floods.  Analyze how the Chinese dealt with floods in ancient times and in modern times.
RESOURCES:
· www.asterius.com/china/  Condensed China—Chinese history for beginners

· www.fmnh.org/education/feinman_letters.htm  Archaeological field expedition in Shandong, China.  Investigation of origins of early Chinese civilization.

· www-chaos.umd.edu/history/ancient1.html - Ancient dynasties—scientific excavations at Anyang.

HOMEWORK:

· Write an essay about Chinese spiritual practices and how they changed or didn’t change from ancient times (i.e., the Zhou and Shang Dynasties) and the time of the Forbidden City (i.e., the Ming and Qing Dynasties)

· Create a timeline of major achievements in the arts, science, mathematics, technology, and architecture for each of the following dynasties:  Shang, Zhou, Ming, and Qing.

· The Emperor Yung-Lo moved the capital to the Forbidden City from Nanking in 1406.  In Yung-Lo’s voice, write a position paper explaining the reasons for this move.  Defend your actions.

· The buildings of the Forbidden City would have been decorated with banners proclaiming slogans and information.  Create your own Chinese banner which celebrates some aspect of ancient Chinese cultural advancement such as architecture, language, mathematics, technology, etc..
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